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Philip's biography to the consideration of his place and
achievements in English literature.

It is of importance to bear steadily in mind the date
of Sidney's birth in order to judge correctly of his
relation to predecessors and successors. Wyat, Surrey,
Sackvillo, and Norton had already acclimatised Italian
forms of poetry and classical principles of metre upon
English soil. But very little of first-rate excellence can
1)0 referred to this period of our Renaissance. A form
of the sonnet peculiar to English literature, and blank
verse, destined to become its epic and dramatic metre,
were the two chief results of these earliest innovating
experiments, Fulko Greville, himself no mean poet,
was born in 1554, the same year as Sidney; Ealeigh had
boon born in 1552 ; Spenser and Lyly in 1553; Dray ton
followed in 1563; Shakespeare and Marlowe, in 1564;
Donne not till 1573, and Jonson one year later yet;
Wyat and Surrey were both dead some while before
Sidney saw the light; and Sackville, though he still lived,
was not much occupied with literature. It will there-
fore be seen that he belonged to that intermediate group
of writers, of whom Spenser was the greatest, and who
preceded the brilliant burst of genius in the last decade
of the sixteenth century. It was as the morning star
of an unexampled day of lyric and dramatic splendour
that his contemporaries hailed him.

In the year 1578 Philip attended Queen Elizabeth on
one of her progresses when she stayed at Audley End,
and there received the homage of some Cambridge,
scholars. Among those came Gabriel Harvey, a man of
character and parts, but of no distinguished literary
talent. Ho was what we now should call a doctrinaire ; frome that bare it.
